
 
     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate Member: 
 
I have enclosed the application that you requested from the Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyates’ Higher 
Education Grant Program. For your information the Oyate has two scholarship programs 
available. 
 
The application that is enclosed is formerly the Bureau of Indian Affairs Higher Education 
Scholarship and has since been contracted by the Oyate in 1994.  Our office is located in the 
Sisseton-Wahpeton College here in Agency Village, South Dakota.  This program serves all 
enrolled Oyate members who meet our eligibility requirements and have a financial need. 
 
The Oyate also has a Higher Education Endowment Program that is funded by casino revenue.  
The funds for this program are awarded at the end of each semester.  The contact person is Janell 
BearHill and she can be reached at (605) 742-0150 or Business Cell (605) 268-2792.  Janell’s 
fax number is (605) 742-0140. 
 
Another source of funding that you can check into is from the Tribal District that you are 
enrolled in.  Each district usually has education funds available to their enrolled members.  You 
can call the Tribal Office at (605) 698-3911 to get the phone numbers for your District 
Representatives. 
 
Please remember that all students must complete a new application for each academic year in 
which financial assistance is requested.  Grades/transcripts must also be submitted at the end 
of each semester.  The deadline to apply for funding for the Fall semester is June 15th and the 
deadline to apply for funds for the Spring semester is December15th.  The Higher Ed application 
and policies are also available on the SWC website at www.swc.tc under the Financial Aid 
section. 
 
If you have any questions please feel free to contact this office at (605) 698-3966 extension 
1182.  My office hours are Monday-Thursday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Janel ManyLightning 
Financial Aid Director 

 

  Sisseton Wahpeton College 
Quality Education for the Glacial Lakes Since 1979 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SISSETON WAHPETON OYATE 
HIGHER EDUCATION GRANT APPICATION CHECKLIST 

 
Please attach all requested information before submitting your application. 

*Incomplete applications will not be considered for funding.  It is the responsibility of the student to 
Include and/or submit all information with their application.  Students must be enrolled in 9 or more 

credits in order to be eligible for funding. 
 

 
_______ Higher Education Grant Application with signature. (Page 1) 
 
_______ Financial Aid Budget Form which must be completed and signed by the Financial Aid  
  Officer at the college you are attending. (Page 2) 
 
_______ Degree of Indian Blood which can be obtained by the Tribal Enrollment Office at (605) 
  698-3911 extension 215. 
 
_______ New students must submit a letter of acceptance from the College or University.  SWC 
  Students do not need to submit an acceptance letter. 
 
_______ Continuing students must submit a copy of their current transcripts. 
  Please remember to include the last semester attended. 
 
 
The Higher Education Grant Program does not have funds available for summer school.  Fall and 
spring semesters are defined for program purposes as follows: 

• Fall classes taken August/September THROUGH December 
• Spring classes taken January THROUGH May 

 
 

Please remember that all students must complete a new application for each academic 
year in which financial assistance is requested.  Transcripts must also be submitted at 
the end of each semester.  The Higher Ed application and policies are also available on 
the SWC website at www.swc.tc under the Financial Aid section. 
 

DEADLINE DATES: 
 

Fall Term –June 15th Academic Year-(includes Fall & Winter Quarters; Fall Trimester) 
      Spring Term- December 15th SPRING TERM ONLY (includes Spring Quarter: Spring Trimester) 
 
 

Incomplete Applications will not be considered for Funding 
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  Sisseton Wahpeton College 
Quality Education for the Glacial Lakes Since 1979 

 










